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common health problem among women and
girls involving a hormonal imbalance;

Whereas there is no universal definition of
PCOS, but researchers estimate that be-
tween 5,000,000 and 10,000,000 women in the
United States are affected by the condition;

Whereas, according to a 2004 study, the an-
nual burden of PCOS in the United States is
an estimated $4,360,000,000, and this figure
pertains to only the reproductive years of
women and does not consider the cost of
other comorbidities, including obstetrical
complications, or the cost of metabolic
morbidities in post-menopause or adoles-
cence;

Whereas PCOS can affect girls at the onset
of puberty and throughout the remainder of
their lives;

Whereas the symptoms of PCOS include in-
fertility, irregular or absent menstrual peri-
ods, acne, weight gain, thinning of scalp
hair, excessive facial and body hair growth,
numerous small ovarian cysts, pelvic pain,
and mental health problems;

Whereas women with PCOS have higher
rates of psychosocial disorders, including de-
pression, anxiety, bipolar disorder, and eat-
ing disorders, and are at greater risk for sui-
cide;

Whereas adolescents with PCOS often are
not diagnosed, and many have metabolic
dysfunction and insulin resistance, which
can lead to type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular
disease, obstructive sleep apnea, non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease, and
endometrial cancer at a young adult age;

Whereas PCOS is the most common cause
of female infertility;

Whereas PCOS in pregnancy is associated
with increased risk of gestational diabetes,
preeclampsia, pregnancy-induced  hyper-
tension, preterm delivery, cesarean delivery,
miscarriage, and fetal and infant death;

Whereas women with PCOS are at in-
creased risk of developing high blood pres-
sure, high cholesterol, stroke, and heart dis-
ease (the leading cause of death among
women);

Whereas women with PCOS have a more
than 50 percent chance of developing type 2
diabetes or prediabetes before the age of 40;

Whereas women with PCOS may be at a
higher risk for breast cancer and ovarian
cancer, and their risk for developing
endometrial cancer is 3 times higher than
women who do not have PCOS;

Whereas research has found genetic evi-
dence of a causal link between depression
and PCOS;

Whereas research has indicated PCOS
shares a genetic architecture with metabolic
traits, as evidenced by genetic correlations
between PCOS and obesity, fasting insulin,
type 2 diabetes, lipid levels, and coronary ar-
tery disease;

Whereas adolescents with PCOS are at
markedly increased risk for type 2 diabetes,
fatty liver disease, and heart disease;

Whereas PCOS negatively alters metabolic
function independent of, but exacerbated by,
an increased body mass index (BMI);

Whereas an estimated 50 percent of women
with PCOS are undiagnosed, and many re-
main undiagnosed until they experience fer-
tility difficulties or develop type 2 diabetes
or other cardiometabolic disorders;

Whereas the cause of PCOS is unknown,
but researchers have found strong links to a
genetic predisposition and significant insulin
resistance, which affects up to 70 percent of
women with PCOS; and

Whereas there is no known cure for PCOS:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes polycystic ovary syndrome
(in this resolution referred to as “PCOS”’) as
a serious disorder that impacts many aspects
of health, including cardiometabolic, repro-
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ductive, and mental health, and quality of
life;

(2) expresses support for the designation of
September 2020 as “‘PCOS Awareness
Month’’;

(3) supports the goals and ideals of PCOS
Awareness Month, which are—

(A) to increase awareness of, and education
about, PCOS and its connection to
comorbidities, such as type 2 diabetes,
endometrial cancer, cardiovascular disease,
nonalcoholic fatty liver disease, and mental
health disorders, among the general public,
women, girls, and health care professionals;

(B) to improve diagnosis and treatment of
PCOS;

(C) to disseminate information on diag-
nosis, treatment, and management of PCOS,
including prevention of comorbidities such
as type 2 diabetes, endometrial cancer, car-
diovascular disease, nonalcoholic fatty liver
disease, and eating disorders; and

(D) to improve quality of life and outcomes
for women and girls with PCOS;

(4) recognizes the need for further research,
improved treatment and care options, and a
cure for PCOS;

(5) acknowledges the struggles affecting all
women and girls afflicted with PCOS in the
United States;

(6) urges medical researchers and health
care professionals to advance their under-
standing of PCOS to improve research, diag-
nosis, and treatment of PCOS for women and
girls; and

(7) encourages States, territories, and lo-
calities to support the goals and ideals of
PCOS Awareness Month.

————————

SENATE RESOLUTION 671—RECOG-
NIZING, COMMEMORATING, AND
CELEBRATING THE b55TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ENACTMENT
OF THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF
1965, AND REAFFIRMING THE
SENATE’S COMMITMENT TO EN-
SURING THE CONTINUED VITAL-
ITY OF THE ACT AND THE PRO-
TECTION OF THE VOTING
RIGHTS OF ALL CITIZENS OF
THE UNITED STATES

Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. JONES, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. ROSEN, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, and Mr. BROWN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. RES. 671

Whereas the passage of the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 marked a historic point in the on-
going struggle to achieve political equality,
end racial discrimination, and enforce the
voting rights guarantees enshrined in the
14th and 15th Amendments to the Constitu-
tion of the United States;

Whereas March 7, 1965, would become
known as ‘‘Bloody Sunday’’, after nonviolent
civil rights activists—including the late Rep-
resentative John Lewis—marching across
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala-
bama to the State capital in Montgomery in
support of voting rights were attacked and
savagely beaten by State troopers and local
lawmen;

Whereas, on March 15, 1965, President Lyn-
don B. Johnson addressed a joint session of
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Congress concerning the violence in Selma
and the denial of voting rights, saying, ‘“At
times, history and fate meet at a single time
in a single place to shape a turning point in
man’s unending search for freedom. So it was
at Lexington and Concord. So it was a cen-
tury ago at Appomattox. So it was last week
in Selma, Alabama. . . . There is no cause for
pride in what has happened in Selma. There
is no cause for self-satisfaction in the long
denial of equal rights of millions of Ameri-
cans. But there is cause for hope and for
faith in our democracy in what is happening
here tonight. . Experience has clearly
shown that the existing process of law can-
not overcome systematic and ingenious dis-
crimination. No law that we now have on the
books—and I have helped to put 3 of them
there—can ensure the right to vote when
local officials are determined to deny it. . . .
Wednesday, I will send to Congress a law de-
signed to eliminate illegal barriers to the
right to vote. . . . This bill will strike down
restrictions to voting in all elections—Fed-
eral, State, and local—which have been used
to deny [Blacks] the right to vote.”’;

Whereas a bipartisan Congress approved
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and on August
6, 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed
this landmark legislation into law;

Whereas the Voting Rights Act of 1965 ef-
fectuates the permanent guarantee of the
156th Amendment that ‘‘the right of citizens
of the United States to vote shall not be de-
nied or abridged by the United States or by
any State on account of race, color, or pre-
vious condition of servitude’’;

Whereas, according to the Congressional
Research Service, the Voting Rights Act had
“an immediate and dramatic impact’, and
within 4 years of its passage, nearly 1,000,000
Black voters were registered, including over
50 percent of the Black voting age population
in every southern State;

Whereas, after the 1966 elections, the num-
ber of Black elected officials in the South
more than doubled, from 72 to 159;

Whereas the Voting Rights Act of 1965
stands as a landmark legislative achieve-
ment and pays tribute to the heroism of all
those who fought to fulfill the promises
guaranteed to them by the 14th and 15th
Amendments, especially those whose blood
was spilled and whose lives were lost;

Whereas the Voting Rights Act of 1965 has
been extended and amended 5 times;

Whereas, despite progress from 55 years of
enforcement of the Voting Rights Act of
1965, voting rights are still under attack in
the United States;

Whereas, in its decision in Shelby County
v. Holder, 570 U.S. 529 (2013), the Supreme
Court of the United States struck down sec-
tion 4 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which
required covered States and jurisdictions
with a history of discriminatory voting prac-
tices to submit voting changes for
“preclearance’ before they could take effect;

Whereas, since the decision in Shelby Coun-
ty, many States have passed discriminatory
voting laws that have made it more difficult
for people of color and low income individ-
uals to vote;

Whereas it is vital to democracy in the
United States that the provisions of the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 are fully effective to
prevent discrimination and dilution of the
equal rights of minority voters; and

Whereas the Voting Rights Act of 1965 has
been widely hailed as the single most impor-
tant civil rights law passed in the history of
the United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes, commemorates, and cele-
brates the 556th anniversary of the enactment
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965;

(2) reaffirms its commitment to advancing
the legacy of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 to
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ensure the continued effectiveness of the Act
in protecting the voting rights of all citizens
of the United States;

(3) commits itself to fully restoring section
4 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and mod-
ernizing and strengthening the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 through further legislative
efforts; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to celebrate the 556th anniversary of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 672—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2020 AS NA-
TIONAL DEMOCRACY MONTH AS
A TIME TO REFLECT ON THE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE SYSTEM
OF GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES TO A MORE
FREE AND STABLE WORLD

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mrs.
FEINSTEIN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

S. RES. 672

Whereas, 2,000 years after the ancient
Greeks laid the groundwork for democracy,
the founders of the United States built an
even greater system of government, a demo-
cratic republic, propelling the United States
to become the most advanced nation in
human history;

Whereas the model of government of the
United States has been reproduced around
the world;

Whereas, according to Freedom House,
more than 1 in 3 people in the world do not
live in states considered free;

Whereas the Constitution of the United
States and the Bill of Rights, with the addi-
tion of the Reconstruction Era amendments,
including the 14th and 15th Amendments,
and the 19th Amendment, enshrine the rights
and civil liberties of citizens of the United
States, including the right to vote in free
and fair elections;

Whereas the perpetuation of the ideals of
democracy does not happen on its own and
can be stalled or reversed;

Whereas surveys show that citizens of the
United States are losing faith in the demo-
cratic system;

Whereas former Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O’Connor said, ‘‘The practice of
democracy is not passed down through the
gene pool. It must be taught and learned
anew by each generation of citizens.”’;

Whereas President John F. Kennedy said,
“Democracy is never a final achievement. It
is a call to untiring effort, to continual sac-
rifice and to the willingness, if necessary, to
die in its defense.”’;

Whereas President Ronald Reagan said,
“Democracy is worth dying for, because it’s
the most deeply honorable form of govern-
ment ever devised by man.’’;

Whereas World War II demonstrated the
fragility of democracy and the civilized life
that accompanies democracy;

Whereas British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill observed that, ‘‘Indeed it has been
said that democracy is the worst form of
Government except for all those other forms
that have been tried from time to time . . .

Whereas President George Washington said
the United States must recognize the im-
mense value of the national Union and work
towards preservation of that Union with
‘“‘jealous anxiety’ and wrote that the secu-
rity of a free Constitution may be accom-
plished by ‘‘teaching the people themselves
to know and to value their own rights’’;

Whereas President Thomas Jefferson
wrote, ‘“Educate and inform the whole mass
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of the people . . .. They are the only sure re-
liance for the preservation of our liberty.”’;
and

Whereas the Government of the United
States must teach and educate the people by
taking appropriate actions to highlight and
emphasize the importance of democratic
principles and the essential role of demo-
cratic principles in the freedoms and way of
life enjoyed by the people of the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2020 as ‘‘National
Democracy Month’’;

(2) encourages States and local govern-
ments to designate September 2020 as ‘‘Na-
tional Democracy Month’’;

(3) recognizes the celebration of ‘‘National
Democracy Month’ as a time to reflect on
the contributions of the system of govern-
ment of the United States to a more free and
stable world; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to observe ‘‘National Democracy
Month” with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities that—

(A) provide appreciation for the system of
government of the United States; and

(B) demonstrate that the people of the
United States shall never forget the sac-
rifices made by past generations of people of
the United States to preserve the freedoms
and principles of the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 673—AFFIRM-
ING THAT THE NEW START
TREATY EXTENSION WILL
COVER NEW DEPLOYED RUSSIAN
NUCLEAR DELIVERY SYSTEMS,
AND SUPPORTING ADDITIONAL
INITIATIVES TO ENGAGE CHINA
THAT ADVANCE THE GOAL OF
CONCLUDING AN ARMS CONTROL
TREATY OR AGREEMENT

Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MERKLEY,
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. COONS, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. LEAHY, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
SANDERS, and Ms. SMITH) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 673

Whereas, on March 1, 2018, President Vladi-
mir Putin of the Russian Federation
previewed five new Russian nuclear delivery
systems in his State of the Nation address;

Whereas two of the new systems, the
Sarmat intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) and the Avangard hypersonic glide
vehicle, will count under the limits of the
Treaty between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Russian Federation on Measures
for the Further Reduction and Limitation of
Strategic Offensive Arms (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘“New START Treaty’), as
confirmed by Sergey Lavrov, Foreign Min-
ister of the Russian Federation;

Whereas an additional pair of new systems,
the Poseidon nuclear-powered torpedo and
the Burevestnik nuclear-powered cruise mis-
sile, are not projected to be deployed during
the five-year extension of the New START
Treaty to 2026, and even if they were de-
ployed, the United States is able to address
its concerns about those weapons through
the Bilateral Consultative Committee;

Whereas the Russian Federation’s fifth
new system, the Kinzhal short-range air-
launched ballistic missile, is being deployed
as a theater-strike weapon on MiG-31 air-
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craft, rather than on a heavy bomber, in
which case it would be automatically ac-
countable under the New START Treaty;

Whereas the advance timing of the Russian
Federation’s nuclear modernization cycle
may allow it to significantly expand its stra-
tegic nuclear arsenal relative to the United
States in the event that the New START
Treaty expires on February 5, 2021;

Whereas the 2020 Annual Report on the Im-
plementation of the new START Treaty con-
cluded that the Russian Federation was ‘“‘in
compliance with the terms of the New
START Treaty’’;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China has
never entered into a treaty or agreement
with the United States or any other party
that places binding limits on its shorter-
range, intermediate-, or strategic-range bal-
listic missiles, verified by National Tech-
nical Means and by on-site inspections, as
the United States and Russian Federation
did through the Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces (INF) Treaty, the START I and
START II Treaties, and the New START
Treaty, each of which took multiple years to
successfully negotiate;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China
possesses significantly fewer ICBMs, sub-
marine launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs),
and heavy bombers than the Russian Federa-
tion or the United States, and according to
the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), Chi-
na’s warhead stockpile is in the ‘‘the low
couple of hundreds”, a fraction of the size of
the arsenals of the Russian Federation and
the United States; and

Whereas the People’s Republic of China has
repeatedly declined invitations by the
United States to enter into trilateral nego-
tiations on an arms control treaty or other
agreement regarding its nuclear arsenal:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls on the President to immediately
extend the New START Treaty until 2026;

(2) affirms that, by extending the New
START Treaty until 2026, the President of
the United States can secure limitations on
two new types of Russian Federation stra-
tegic weapons beyond those accountable
when the Treaty entered into force in 2011 or
at any time thereafter;

(3) calls on the Russian Federation to cease
the development of hazardous and provoca-
tive new weapons systems including the
Burevestnik cruise missile, which is powered
by a nuclear reactor and may violate the
prohibition in numerous treaties and mili-
tary manuals against causing superfluous in-
jury and unnecessary suffering;

(4) affirms the December 1987 statement by
President Ronald Reagan and General Sec-
retary Mikhail S. Gorbachev of the Soviet
Union that ‘‘a nuclear war cannot be won
and must never be fought’’;

(5) calls on the President to consider the
views of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion and other United States allies and part-
ners who overwhelmingly back extension of
the New START Treaty; and

(6) supports, following the extension of the
New START Treaty, a United States initia-
tive to engage China in negotiations towards
the eventual conclusion of an arms control
treaty or agreement, starting with steps to
reduce the risk of strategic miscalculation
and the threat of a nuclear exchange, which
may include—

(A) a formal invitation to appropriate offi-
cials from the People’s Republic of China,
and to each of the permanent members of the
United Nations Security Council, to observe
a United States-Russian Federation New
START Treaty on-site inspection in 2020 to
demonstrate the security benefits of trans-
parency into strategic nuclear forces;
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